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UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL ALABAMA ANNOUNCES

COMMUNITY CRISIS FUND

Fund will help social service and faith-based organization meet the increased demand

United Way of Central Alabama today announced the establishment of a new Community Crisis Fund to provide immediate relief to social service agencies stressed by dwindling resources and increasing needs. United Way’s Board of Directors allocated $200,000 as seed money and the organization will ask for public donations to add to that amount.

“This fund is a direct result of current economic conditions”, said Drew Langloh, President & CEO, United Way of Central Alabama. “Layoffs, foreclosures , cutbacks and the increased cost of the basics we all need have put more families in crisis.” 
United Way will direct funds to supplement non profit organizations’ abilities to continue feeding programs, shelters, emergency medical transport services, prescription assistance and utilities assistance. United Way agencies and other health and human service agencies with a successful track record of providing direct, basic need services in Jefferson, Shelby, Walker, St. Clair and Blount Counties are eligible.  Applicants must 1) have capability and capacity to feed the hungry, provide clothing, prescription assistance, or any life sustaining activity to an overflow of individuals affected by the current recession and 2) provide documentation indicative of work.
The fund is not intended to support personnel, administrative and overhead costs, capital projects or program expansions.  Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis between February 16 and December 1, 2009 with funds to be distributed quarterly.  
Initial seed money for the fund will come from United Way of Central Alabama but private funds are also needed to maintain the program.  “We are thankful for our many donors who gave to United Way to maintain our agencies’ current level of service ”, said Langloh. “We are now reaching out for new donors who can help us respond to the ‘crisis’ need of 2009.  Donations can be made on United Way’s website: www.uwca.org.   
Non profit organizations can also download the application and  see the  eligibility requirements at the same web address.
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